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LIFE

I am not above claiming bragging
rights that my son will be one of the cho-
risters in this weekend's performances
of Verdi’s Requiem. I remember the
pride I have from my college days having
been part of the chorus for a perfor-
mance of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony
and Orff’s Carmina Burana. Although
with the latter, I might have made a mis-
take by not playing in the orchestra. I
went to all the rehearsals and ended up
singing because I was also in choir. I
sang Messiah once and played it three
times!

There is nothing like being able to
perform, even in the chorus, with an or-
chestra. It lifts my singing to a new level

and I am jealous of my son’s opportuni-
ty to perform. Truth be told, Joyce Mar-
ner tried to get me to come out to help
with this one effort, but I couldn’t make
half the rehearsals because of other
commitments.

Now it is my son’s turn to sing in a
large choir with the Cedar Rapids Sym-
phony as I did some 44+ years ago.
While my performances were at the Par-
amount, my son’s will be at Hancher
and at the Paramount. Yes, he is per-
forming at Hancher; how much better
can the world get? The only time I ap-
peared on the Hancher stage was the
original Hancher on the day I received
my doctorate. I still remember what I
wore under my gown: bright red Pente-
cost pants (and I sat front row!). I re-
ceived my hood from one of my profes-

sors, Dr. Anne Cleary, just months be-
fore she was killed in the 1991 University
of Iowa shooting. But I digress...

As a parent, you always want to take
some credit for your child’s success. In
this case, he did it all on his own. All I
could do was encourage him. I encour-
aged him to seek voice lessons from our
church organist who also taught him
how to read music. I encouraged him to
sing in school choirs. It was his idea to
try show choir. I’m still not the biggest
fan of show choir, but I find myself at-
tending them because his girlfriend is
directing one.

I encouraged him to try out for honor
choirs and he made Opus his eighth-
grade year and Iowa All State for four
years of high school. Two of his musical
companions from high school did the

same, but I can lay no credit for them. I
encouraged him to take voice lessons in
college and to sing in choir; he was able
to sing in the flagship choir for a couple
years before he took his required semes-
ter abroad. He returned from that and
“BAM,” COVID!

I am thankful for his directors who
have steered him into the ways of choral
singing, a hobby he can have for a life-
time. He even makes his students sing
in his Spanish classroom in his rural
Iowa school district. Well done, sir, well
done!

Richard Tiegs is a singer, violist, and
sometime composer operating in the
Iowa City area. His columns appear pe-
riodically.

Bragging rights for a commitment to music
Richard Tiegs
Special to the Press-Citizen

News flash: Don’t expect to see a shamrock on every door and an imp-
ish leprechaun grinning from every yard at Galway Hills subdivision in
Iowa City this month.

It’s a gorgeous and friendly place, home to some 185 pleasant houses
nestled along clean, picturesque, rolling avenues just south of Melrose
Street on the far west side.

But frankly, people of Irish heritage seem to be a wee bit, well, scarce
here. This despite street names like Killarney Road, Shannon Drive, Don-
egal Place and Limerick Lane.

When March arrived lamb-like, I decided to disprove this notion by
prowling these Gaelic streets for myself, seeking fodder for a potential St.

Paddy’s Day-themed column.
But gosh and begorrah, the task was tougher than mutton stew.
The only residential adornments I could spy were a gently flapping

Hawkeye flag, a leftover Christmas wreath, a garden gnome of indistin-
guishable nationality and a large inflatable snowman.

It was time to talk to the neighbors about this, grassroots style.
“Where are the Irish?” I asked Cheryl McCoskey, a retired elementary

teacher I found in her garage, emptying the trunk of her car.
“I’m Scottish,” she said with a grin, then pointed at various houses

down her street. “These people are from India, these people are from Iraq
and these people are from China. We’ve also got neighbors from Pakistan,
Taiwan and Africa.”

But no Irish?
Cheryl and her husband have lived here for two decades, but she could

not recall anyone nearby of Irish heritage who might have displayed pub-
lic affection for the Emerald Isle.

“It’s really an international subdivision, I think,” she told me. “It’s very
nice and friendly. There are a lot of university professors, young families,
young professionals and retirees.”

GRASSROOTS
HERITAGE

Neighborhood with Irish roots now home
to families from around the globe

See HAKES, Page 8B

Galway Hills in western Iowa City may have a strong Irish flavor and connection, but residents bring a wide variety of diverse cultures to its
neighborhoods. Erin Jordan is president of the development’s Home Owner’s Association, which includes 185 properties. IOWACITY

Taking Liberties
Dick Hakes

Guest columnist
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